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Custom tting to the next level and beyond

ve had the good fortune

to have been custom tted

for golf clubs on numerous

occasions during my 15

years as a golf journalist,
but | will start by saying that none
of them came close to the tting
experience | had at Horsham Golf
&Fitness last month.

The popular public facility in West
Sussex has a tidy 9-hole course,
and an impressive, and recently
renovated oodit driving range,
which has recently bene tted from
the arrival of a state-of-the-art
Flightscope Kudu system in a brand
new custom- tting bay that has
been sponsored by Wilson Golf.

Using Doppler radar technology,
the Flightscope tracks the golf
ball through three dimensions and
reproduces the data on a laptop
computer located in the bay. It not
only shows the precise ight path
of every shot, but records distances
(carry and overall), trajectory, back
and side spin, ball speed, clubhead
speed, angle of attack (both lateral
and horizontal) and your smash
factor , which is a numerical
representation of the ef ciency of
your swing in terms of clubhead
speed to ball speed ratios. Its a
powerful piece of kit.

However, the Flightscope is just
atool, albeit a mighty accurate one,
and only the most experienced
and trained PGA professionals can
interpret and translate the myriad

gures into accurately tting you
with golf clubs that are going to help

Nick Bayly pays a visit to Horsham Golf & Fitness s new Custom Fitting Centre,
and comes away with a new set of Wilson irons designed to suit his swing

you improve your game. Thankfully,
Horsham has one of the best in
the business, Andrea Timms, who
has over 30 years of custom- tting
experience to his name, and has

yet to come across a golfer whose
game he hasn t been able to
improve with the right set of sticks.

| thought | had the clubs to suit my
game, but | only needed to take my
normal set up with my 6-iron before
Andrea started nodding sagely,
before muttering: | know where this
shot is going , long before | d had
a chance to begin my backswing.
As he correctly predicted, my irons
were producing a consistently weak,
high fade, which, | was strangely
delighted to hear, was nothing to
do with my swing, but all to do with
a set of irons that were an inch too

short for my six foot three-inch
frame, and two degrees too at.
Both of which were helping to create
my aforementioned fade, which on
many occasions developed into a
painful slice.

Reaching into the Wilson Staff
custom- tting cart, which is stacked
with a variety of irons from the
current range, Andrea pulled out an
FG Tour iron, with the shaft an inch
longer than standard and the lie
angle two degrees upright. And, lo
and behold, my back suddenly lost
its stoop and my stance became
more upright, with the clubhead
sitting at to the ground.

It felt a little odd at rst to be
standing almost over the ball, but as
soon as | started swinging the club
and watching the ball sail straight
down the middle, sometimes with a
touch of draw, | knew | had struck
iron gold, if you catch my meaning.
Gone was the weak cut, and added
was 20 yards of extra distance, and
a much more penetrating, powerful

ight. It was as close to gol ng
nirvana as | m ever likely to get.

And, as if my day couldn t get any
better, Wilson s European Tour truck

the one that sorts out Padraig
Harrington s clubs whenever he
feels like de-lofting his wedges or
re-gripping his irons was parked
up behind the range, busy making

clubs for a dozen or so customers
who had also gone through the
same tting experience as me.

| discovered that everyone who
had gone through the Flightscope

tting that day had subsequently
bought new clubs evidence,
if any were needed, that this is the
only way to go when it comes to
buying new kit.

So, just 45 minutes after stepping
off the range, | had a new set of irons
in my all too grateful hands. | even
got to put a new grip (oversize, with
three layers of tape) on my new 8-
iron, and cut down the shaft to size.

Sadly, the Wilson Tour truck
isn t a permanent feature at
Horsham, so other customers will
have to wait seven days for their
custom-built clubs to come back
from the factory, but however long
it takes, it will be well worth it,
knowing that you re now playing
with a set of clubs that are built for
you, and you alone.

An hour-long custom  tting on
Horsham s new Flightscope
system costs £40, and customers
can choose from a wide variety
of major brands, including
Wilson, Ping, Mizuno, Yonex and
Benross. To book your session,
call 01403 271525 or visit www.
horshamgolfand tness.co.uk.

Modern... Covered... Floodlit...

Does this sound like YOUR driving range?

Open from 7am everyday we offer a fantastic venue to practice your golf...

Horsham Golf & Fitness is now host to
a FlightScope Kudu system for all
YOUR custom tting needs!

Want new clubs?

Or simply want to check your current ones?

Then Horsham is the place for you.

All one hour sessions on Flightscope are an experience
- SEE your shots y through the air for real and in
3D images on screen....

SEE the changes with different equipment....

Whatever YOUR question Horsham Golf & Fitness
has YOUR answer!!

whether you re a beginner,improver or an expert!!

On the A24, just 10 minutes from the M23 Junction 11, we are ideally suited for a quick visit
before work, after work or even during lunch!

Our modern facility plays host to a and all the bays are
along-side mounted mirrors for that vital check...

o~
\\‘j:\/’

K «Y//
Gl
i )
H orsha
GOLF @ FIT
1ess, Denne Park, Worthing Road, Horsham, Wes
Tel: 01403 271525.

How do | book my personal session?

Call: 01403 271525 (ext.1.)
Email: secretary@horshamgolfand tness.co.uk or
andrea.timms@hotmail.co.uk
Pop in: we are open 7am to 9:30pm EVERYDAY




